Journal of Individual Activities

Rebecca Peplow
Date:  On January 15-17, 2003

I discussed with each student in all my classes what type of occupation they would be interested in pursuing.  I also asked them if they could receive a certificate in any vocational training what would it be.  The majority of the students wanted to be trained in the area of Automotive for the boys and Cosmetology for the girls. 
Date:  On January 22-24, 2003
I investigated the different types of high school exams that the students can choose from.  I visited the career center of my school and talked to Ann Leonard.  I also talked to the Special Education Counselor Sandy Russell-Nichley.  I also visited the California State of Education’s website.  I found that the students who are interested in the GED have to not be enrolled in high school.  They must also 18 years of age.  The career advisor at my school was very concerned about me wanting this information.  She said that she had just been in contact with the military and they stated that they could not accept students with a GED.  She stated that students should stay in school if they wanted to join the military.  I also found that the students interested in receiving the CHSPE had to be at least 16 years old.  They also need to have completed at least one year of high school.  The CHSPE tests English and Math skills.  The California High School Exit Exam also tests English and Math.  It is the exam that students that are to graduate in the year 2004 or later have to pass in order to get their diploma.  If a student is a special education student, modifications can be used during these testing, but the CAHSEE requires that students test a couple of times without modifications first.
Date:  On January 30 through February 2, 2003 

I did research through the internet on other schools in the United States that are vocational high schools.  I looked for their requirements and course descriptions.  I also talked to the Special Education Counselor about the requirements for students to graduate from high school.  She told me of the course that are needed and the credits that all students must take.
Date:  February 5-9, 2003

We had talked about narrowing our vocational fields to automotive and cosmetology.  I used the internet to look up information about those fields.  I also talked to the ROP staff on my campus about the classes that are offered through their program and the funding for it.  
Date:  On February 10- 17, 2003
I started to work on some possible mission statements and goals for our “school”.  I also came up with a list of questions that might be asked concerning our school so that we could be sure to have answers for them.  
I called the Realtor about the property that we were thinking of “purchasing”.  I explained the class project and he was very willing to help.  He explained that the land was for sale for $2.50 per foot.  He also said that the land has never been developed before.  He stated that the only problem with the property is that the California Aqueduct runs through the middle of it underground.  So we would not be able to put a building over that part of it but we could put a parking lot in that area.  

I also scanned the pictures that Elizabeth took of the property and emailed them to Paul to put on the website.

Date:  On February 25- March 2, 2003

I made sure that the minutes and the notes of the group were up to date and ready to be placed on the internet. Reviewed what we have done so far and made sure that the educational philosophy reflected the beliefs of our “school”.

