


Educational Philosophy


Schools are to prepare students for their future as adults.  It is the first place, outside the home, where they will learn how to interact with other people.  Schools should be that place which prepares students to live in the community.


School also opens the eyes of the student to introduce new adventures.  School should bring on a curiosity that pushes a child’s desires to explore and learn more.


School allows students to explore the world through a variety of means.


School is a place where education is done without the restrictions of social economic status, race, or learning abilities.


Students are individuals.  They all learn through a variety of means. It is important that schools have a variety of modes of learning so that each child has the opportunity to learn to their potential.


Schools should be a place where students feel safe to learn, explore, and question.  Students should feel comfortable to ask questions without worry of being criticized.


Developmental Goals


Socially:


	Children are preparing to be part of our society.  Students will learn to communicate and interact in an appropriate manner.  Through communication and interaction the students will learn to be a part of their future society.


Emotionally:


	Students are flooded with a variety of emotions that can be difficult to handle.  Students will learn to communicate with others when there is a problem. 


Moral:


	Students will be taught the appropriate ways to act and speak.  They will learn that their reactions to a situation will affect others around them.  The way students handle a situation is important.  Issue that occur will be discussed so that appropriate actions are taken.


Cognitive:


	Students learn through a variety of means.  Some learn best by sight, others through hearing, or through touch.  It is important that a student has an opportunity to learn by use of all these means.  Students come to class with a background knowledge that everything is built on.  It is important that that background knowledge is discovered by the teacher through means of observation, past work, and student files.





Specific Needs:


	An important part of teaching is the need for continual education.  New strategies or methods of working with students are continually being researched.  It is up to the teacher to be aware of different methods of working with students.  In the special education program, there are many medical conditions in which the student may have.  It is important to know who to contact or how to get information about a condition.  Since different treatment plans will need to be used, it is important to communicate with staff, student, and parents to find what will best work.


